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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Haverton  Hill, 

July,  1947. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1946. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Fifth  Annual  Report, 
that  is  the  Report  for  the  year  1946. 


There  is  reason  for  some  optimism  with  reg’ard  to  the 
general  health  of  the  district. 


On  the  credit  side  we  can  range  the  high  birth  rate  with  a 
considerably  reduced  infant  mortality  rate ; the  high  percent- 
age of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria  and  the  greatly 
reduced  incidence  of  diphtheria,  also  the  increased  distribution 
of  vitamin  supplements.  The  district  nurses  have  had  fewer 
])atients  to  visit,  both  for  medical  and  surgical  conditions, 
although  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  each  patient  has 
increased. 


The  death  rate,  too,  is  low,  but  on  the  debit  side  we  have 
to  place  the  increased  incidence  of  infectious  disease,  chiefly 
due  to  an  epidemic  of  measles  and  of  whooping  cough.  The 
number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  was  high  and  the  number  of 
new  cases  of  tuberculosis  increased  from  15  in  1945  to  20  in 
1946.  The  still  birth  rate  continues  to  be  high  and  points  to 
the  need  for  increased  care,  both  during  the  ante-natal  period 
and  during  delivery. 


This  year  the  infantile  mortality  rate,  usually  very  high, 
has  fallen  to  the  level  of  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole.  The  rate  continues  to  be  highest  in  Haverton  Hill 
North  and  the  chief  killing  diseases  are  respiratory  diseases 
and  gastro  enteritis,  with  premature  and  twin  births  as  a 
major  contributing  factor.  The  other  contributing  factor  is 
bottle  feeding  and  it  is  worthy  to  note  that  all  the  babies  who 
died  were  partly  or  entirely  bottle  fed. 
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Mothers  who  are  unfortunate  enough  not  to  be  entirely 
breast  feeding  their  babies  should  take  special  precautions 
not  to  expose  them  to  the  risk  of  infection  from  colds  and 
respiratory  diseases,  from  whooping  cough  or  gastro  enteritis. 
Rabies  who  are  partly  or  entirely  bottle  fed  are  especially 
liable  to  develop  gastro  enteritis,  and  it  is  important  to  note 
that  deaths  from  this  disease  occur  almost  100  per  cent  in 
bottle  fed  babies.  Every  effort  should  be  made  by  doctors, 
midwives,  health  visitors  and  grannies,  to  establish  breast 
feeding,  and  if  anything  extra  apart  from  the  breast  is  neces- 
sary, then  it  should  be  given  from  a cup  and  spoon,  which  are 
more  easily  cleaned  and  sterilised  than  a bottle  and  teat. 

There  has  been  a great  improvement  in  the  use  of  vitamin 
supplements,  especially  in  vitamin  A and  D preparations 
distributed  from  the  Food  Office  and  the  various  voluntary 
distribution  centres.  There  has  actually  been  a fall  in  the 
number  of  bottles  of  orange  juice  distributed,  but  this  should 
be  offset  by  the  sales  of  blackcurrant  syrup  and  blackcurrant 
puree  from  the  chemists,  and  blackcurrant  syrup  from  the 
child  welfare  centres  as  well  as  rose  hip  syrup. 


During  the  year  20,955  bottles  of  concentrated  orange 
juice,  3,442  bottles  of  cod  liver  oil  compound  and  832  packets 
of  vitamins  (A  & D tablets)  were  distributed  amongst  2,000 
children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  some  540  expectant 
mothers.  Many  mothers  are  still  having  very  irregular 
supplies  and  do  not  avail  themselves  to  the  full  of  the  facilities 
offered.  This  is  partly  due  to  lack  of  thought  and  partly  to 
general  apathy.  The  mothers  of  the  children  at  the  nursery 
are  all  pleased  that  their  children  receive  their  cod  liver  oil 
and  orange  juice  regularly.  Perhaps  the  danger  of  going 
without  these  supplies  is  not  sufficiently  apparent.  The 
mothers  believe  in  immunisation  and  83%  of  the  children  have 
been  immunised.  Perhaps  more  propaganda  and  a firmer 
belief  in  the  value  of  vitamin  supplements  are  needed. 


National  registration  could  be  a blessing  to  the  health 
department  if  certain  information  about. mothers  and  children 
could  be  confidentially  available.  In  any  scheme  for  immunis- 
ation, either  against  diphtheria  or  whooping  cough,  it  is 
essential  to  know  the  total  number  of  children  in  the  district 
and  it  is  most  helpful  to  know  the  names  and  addresses  of  all 
children  also  the  removals  into  and  out  of  the  area.  This 
enables  the  early  visit  of  the  canvasser  to  new  arrivals  to 
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ascertain  whether  the  children  have  been  immunised  and  to 
make  an  appointment,  if  necessary,  either  at  the  doctors’ 
surgeries  or  the  clinic. 

In  the  case  of  expectant  mothers  a form  of  notification 
of  pregnancy  would  be  most  valuable  and  could  well  be  avail- 
able from  the  food  office  when  the  extra  rations  and  coupons 
are  applied  for.  Again,  an  early  visit  by  the  health  visitor 
would  be  possible. 

A comprehensive  immunisation  scheme  has  been  in 
operation  since  the  end  of  1942,  and  a reasonably  high  level 
of  immunity  against  diphtheria  has  been  obtained.  There  has 
been  no  death  of  an  immunised  child  since  the  inception  of  the 
scheme,  and  relatively  few  cases  of  the  illness  amongst  those 
immunised.  The  number  of  children  receiving  boosting  doses, 
whilst  high,  could  be  improved.  Further  efforts  are  being 
made  to  increase  the  number.  A special  nurse  and  a canvasser 
are  employed  on  the  scheme  and  immunisation  is  carried  out  at 
the  home,  doctor’s  surgery,  child  welfare  clinic  and  the  school. 
During  the  year  nearly  500  injections  were  given  at  the  clinics, 
nearly  400  in  the  schools,  nearly  350  in  the  homes  and  over  300 
in  the  surgeries,  making  a creditable  total  of  83%  of  the 
children  immunised. 

There  was  an  increase  in  notification  of  tuberculosis, 
chiefly  in  the  15-34  years  old  group,  but  the  deaths  were 
fewer. 

The  infectious  diseases  notifications  were  very  high  on 
account  of  a severe  epidemic  of  measles.  There  was  also  an 
epidemic  of  pertussis  with  three  deaths.  Pertussis  is  an  illness 
which  is  often  treated  lightly  by  parents  of  infected  children 
who  fail  to  realise  that  it  is  a serious  infectious  disease. 
All  too  frequently  older  children  suffering  from  the  disease 
are  inadequately  isolated  and  selfishly  allowed  to  play  in  the 
street  and  to  come  into  contact  with  other  children.  The 
spread  of  infection  thus  brought  about  may  lead  to  a serious 
illness  and  even  to  the  death'  of  a young  child,  especially  if  a 
bottle  fed  baby  becomes  infected. 

The  incidence  of  both  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  has 
declined.  Once  more  analysis  of  the  figures  shows  the  highest 
incidence  of  infant  deaths  and  of  infectious  disease  to  fall  in 
the  more  densely  populated  area,  and  the  fact  that  neighbour- 
hood areas  must  be  kept  small  and  as  self-contained  as  possible 
becomes  self-evident. 
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St.  Cuthbert’s  Ward,  with  27%  of  the  children,  has  34% 
of  the  notifiable  diseases,  and  Chilton’s  Ward,  with  23%  of  the 
children,  has  30%  of  the  notifications  of  the  five  main  diseases, 
viz.,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  measles,  scabies  and  whooping 
cough.  They  have  together  50%  of  the  children  and  64%  of 
the  notifiable  diseases.  These  two  wards,  with  the  largest 
schools,  the  highest  proportion  of  children  and  the  biggest 
population,  have  the  greatest  amount  of  infectious  disease. 
The  housing  in  these  wards  is  of  the  suburban  rather  than  the 
urban  type,  with  approximately  12  houses  to  the  acre  in 
Chilton’s  Ward  and  8 to  10  houses  in  St.  Cuthbert’s  Ward. 

At  the  beginning  of  1943  a treatment  centre  was  opened 
for  the  cleansing  of  verminous  persons  and  the  treatment  of 
scabies  and  impetigo,  and  has  remained  in  operation  ever 
since.  During  the  first  year  large  numbers  of  cases  of  scabies 
were  treated.  Infections  were  often  very  severe  and  there 
were  many  cases  grossly  neglectd  and  complicated  by 
extensive  impetigo.  During  the  past  three  years  the  incidence 
of  infection  has  been  maintained  at  a much  lower  level  and 
there  have  been  few  gross  infections  or  neglected  cases. 
However,  many  persons  become  reinfected  through  neglecting 
to  have  the  disease  eradicated  from  the  household  and  all 
members  treated  at  the  same  time. 

Further  measures  to  eradicate  the  disease  could  be  early 
notification  and  treatment  of  the  complete  household  and 
further  education  in  the  ideals  of  cleanliness.  In  the  present 
state  of  inadequate  housing  it  is  vain  to  advocate  a bed  for 
each  child,  but  in  over  90%  of  cases  of  scabies  attending  the 
treatment  centre  there  is  a history  of  beds  shared.  Some 
of  the  infected  households  have  no  bath.  Frequent  washing 
at  school  or  at  home  should  be  encouraged  in  order  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  scabies  and  also  of  gastro  enteritis,  which  is 
responsible  for  so  many  infant  deaths  and  illness  amongst 
both  children  and  adults. 

The  day  nursery  at  Billingham  was  taken  over  by  the 
Education  Authority  as  a nursery  school  in  April,  but  that  at 
Haverton  Hill  has  continued  as  a day  nursery  under  the 
Welfare  Authority  and  has  catered  chiefly  for  working 
mothers. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  the  district  nurses  has 
been  decreasing  during  the  past  four  years,  although  the 
number  of  visits  paid  to  each  case  has  been  increasing. 
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At  the  end  of  March  the  Dillingham  Child  Welfare  Centre 
was  moved  to  the  Central  Methodist  Hall,  which  provided 
more  space,  and  later  in  the  year  an  extra  ante-natal  session 
was  commenced.  This  was  a great  improvement,  as  the  ante- 
natal clinic  was  then  able  to  be  held  weekly  instead  of  fort- 
nightly. 


The  attendances  at  all  clinics,  with  the  sole  exception 
of  the  U.V.R.  clinic,  were  much  greater  in  1946  than  in  the 
preceding  year,  in  fact  the  attendances  at  the  birth  control 
clinic  were  nearly  doubled.  The  transfer  to  the  hall  does  not 
seem  to  have  affected  attendances  except  in  the  birth  control 
clinic,  as  the  improvement  in  numbers  at  the  Haverton  Hill 
clinic  has  been  just  as  marked  as  at  Dillingham.  Much  of  the 
credit  should  be  shared  by  the  hard-working  and  earnest 
health  visitors  and  by  the  mothers  who  seek  the  best  for  their 
children  often  against  great  difficulties.  Of  course  the  rise  in 
birth  rate  must  have  affected  attendances  to  some  degree,  as 
there  are  now  so  many  more  mothers  and  babies  who  could 
come  to  the  clinics. 


There  is  now,  more  than  ever,  a need  for  improved 
maternity  and  child  welfare  facilities  and  for  extra  clinics 
for  expectant  mothers  as  well  as  for  children.  This  is 
especially  marked  at  the  Dillingham  Centre  where  attendances 
at  the  ante-natal  clinic  vary  between  30  and  46  per  session, 
which  is  exactly  double  the  normal  figure  recommended. 
There  is,  therefore,  need  for  two  more  sessions  of  the  ante- 
natal clinics  in  the  Dillingham  area.  One  of  these  might  well 
be  situated  north  of  the  station.  It  would  also  be  an  advantage 
if  the  midwives  had  the  use  of  the  clinics. 


A reasonably  high  percentage  of  expectant  mothers 
attended  the  ante-natal  clinics  during  the  year.  There  were 
422  expectant  mothers  who  attended  and  515  babies  were  born 
in  the  area  during  the  year. 


There  were  171  infants  and  325  children  aged  one  to  five 
years  who  attended  the  Dillingham  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  while 
116  infants  and  223  children  aged  one  to  five  years  attended 
the  centre  at  Haverton  Hill.  At  the  birth  control  clinic  there 
were  78  attendances  in  1946  and  44  in  1945,  and  at  the  post 
natal  clinic  there  were  113  in  1946  and  100  in  1945. 
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The  attendances  at  the  ultra  violet  ray  clinic  decreased 
by  540,  but  this  continued  to  be  popular,  especially  during 
long  periods  of  poor  weather  conditions. 


In  planning  for  the  future  we  must  learn  from  the 
mistakes  of  the  past.  It  is  distressing  that  a charming  village 
such  as  Haverton  Hill  undoubtedly  once  was,  should  be  broken 
up  by  the  direct  and  indirect  effects  of  atmospheric  pollution, 
but  this  has  happened,  owing  to  the  forward  march  of 
industrialization,  and  we  must  now  survey  the  scene  and  find 
the  best  solution  to  the  problem. 


The  type  of  industry  both  north  and  south  of  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Tees  makes  fumes,  smoke  and  grit  very  difficult 
and  costly  to  control.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  best 
solution  is  to  prevent  unsightly  industrial  buildings  which  are 
liable  to  cause  any  nuisance  and  depression  of  health  and  happi- 
ness from  being  built  in  residential  areas.  Similarly,  all  new 
housing  should  be  in  zones  well  away  from  industrial  areas. 
The  needs  and  amenities  of  the  agricultural  population  should 
not,  at  the  same  time,  be  forgotten  and  should  be  correlated 
with  those  of  industry  and  town  dwellers.  In  addition  the 
domestic  problem  needs  careful  study.  It  is  doubly  important 
in  an  area  liable  to  smoke  nuisance  from  industry  that  the 
copy  book  of  the  householders  should  not  be  smudged  and  that 
all  new  dwellings  should  be  provided  with  means  of  heating, 
cooking,  etc.,  by  smokeless  fuel.  In  the  course  of  time  all  old 
dwellings  could  be  similarly  equipped,  which  would  lead  to 
considerable  improvement  in  the  state  of  the  atmosphere. 
Railway  lines  should  be  tree  lined  and  oil  burning  locomotives 
used  if  electrification  is  not  practicable. 


In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  all  the  members  of 
the  Health  Department  for  their  unstinted  help  and  co-opera- 
tion and  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
for  their  encouragement  and  support. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  R.  BENHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

Lalage  R.  Benham,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector: 

A.  11.  Rushwortli,  C.R.S.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector : 

H.  Durkin,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.I. 

Clerks : G.  W.  Nickolls,  R.  Ingram,  Mrs.  A.  Smith  and 
Miss  D.  M.  Crossland. 


Population. 

According  to  the  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
the  resident  population  of  the  area  is  estimated  at  22,460.  The 
following  figures  are  calculated  on  a population  of  22,000. 


Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  during  the  year  was  515, 
comprising  277  males  and  238  females,  which  gives  a birth-rate 
of  23.4. 


The  number  of  still  births  was  23,  made  up  of  8 males  and 
15  females.  This  gives  a still  birth-rate  of  42.7  per  1,000  total 
births. 


Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  209,  made  up  of  120  males 
and  89  females.  This  gives  a death  rate  of  9.5,  and  of  this  the 
largest  incidence  was  from : — 


Bleart  Disease  

Male 

25 

Female 

14 

Cancer  

17 

12 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

10 

16 

Bronchitis  

9 

5 

Pneumonia 

10 

2 

Tuberculosis  

8. 

8 

During  the  year  there  were  23  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age,  16  males  and  7 females ; this  gives  an  infantile 
death  orate  of  44  per  1,000  live  births. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  location,  approximate 
population  in  each  ward,  number  of  deaths,  rate  per  1,000  and 
percentage  of  deaths  in  each  ward  to  total  number  of  deaths 


Ward 

! 

Est. 

Pop. 

Deaths 

Death  rate  ' 
per  1,000 

% of  total 
deaths 
per  ward 

Haverton  Hill  North 

5,792 

43 

7.42 

20.57 

St.  Cuthbert’s  

5,948 

61 

10.26 

29.19 

Chilton’s 

5,760 

47 

8.16 

22.49 

Haverton  Hill  South 

1,891 

29 

15.33 

13.88 

Port  Clarence  

1,177 

13 

11.04 

6.22 

Wolviston 

1,275 

16 

12.55 

7.65 

Cowpen  Bewley  ... 

157 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

22,000 

209 

9.5 

100.00 

Comparison  of  Infantile  Death  Rates. 

Billingham  44;  Stockton  52;  England  and  Wales  43. 


The  infantile  death  rate  of  44  is  25  lower  than  last  year 
and  compares  very  favourably  with  England  and  Wales. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  following  table  shows  that  out  of  168  births  in  the 
Haverton  Hill  North  Ward,  eight  died,  which  gives  a death 
rate  of  47  per  1,000  live  births.  Haverton  Hill  South,  with  47 
births  and  6 deaths,  has  a rate  of  128;  Port  Clarence,  with  43 
births  and  1 death,  has  a rate  of  43 ; St.  Cuthbert’s,  with  122 
births  and  5 deaths,  has  a rate  of  41  ; Wolviston,  with  33 
births  and  1 death,  has  a rate  of  30;  and  Chilton’s,  with  118 
births  and  2 deaths,  has  a rate  of  17  per  1,000.  There  were 
not  any  infantile  deaths  in  Cowpen  Bewley  Ward. 


Ward 

1 

Births 

Infant 
Deaths  i 

Death  rate 
per  1,000 

% of  total 

deaths 
per  ward 

Haverton  Hill  North  ... 

168 

8 1 

47 

34.78 

St.  Cuthbert’s  

122 

5 

41 

21.74 

Chilton’s  

118 

2 ! 

17 

; 8.7 

Haverton  Hill  South  ... 

47 

6 

128 

i 26.08 

Port  Clarence 

23 

1 

43 

4.35 

Cowpen  Bewley 

4 

— 

— 

i 

Wolviston 

33 

1 

30 

4.35 

TOTALS 

515 

23 

44.6 

100.00 
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During  the  past  five  years  just  under  half  the  total 
infantile  deaths  (48.18%)  occurred  in  Haverton  Hill  North, 
St.  Cuthbert’s  comes  next  'with  22.63%  of  the  deaths,  and  then 
Chilton’s  with  13.86%, 


In  1946  premature  infant  deaths  numbered  7. 


The  following  table  gives  the  infantile  deaths  for  the 
years  1942  to  1946  in  wards,  and  the  percentage  of  each  ward 
to  the  total  deaths  for  the  five  years  : — 


Ward 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

i 1946 

1 

Total 

Percentage 

Haverton  Hill  North  ... 

11 

12 

18 

17 

8 

66 

48.18 

St.  Cuthb&rt’s  .... 

5 

7 

9 

5 

5 

31 

22.63 

Chilton’s 

4 

1 

7 

5 

2 

19 

13.86 

Port  Clarence  ... 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

7 

5.11 

Haverton  Hill  South  ... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

6 

9 

6.57 

Cowpen  Bewley 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1.46 

Wolviston 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1.46 

Unknown 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

.73 

Totals 

22 

24 

38 

30 

23 

137 

A table  showing  infantile  deaths  under  one  day,  under 
one  week,  under  one  month  and  under  one  year  is  given 
below : — 


Disease 

One 
day  or 
under 

Under 

one 

week 

Under 

one 

month 

Under 

one 

year 

Total 

Prematurity  

4 

3 

— 

7 

Pneumonia  

— 

— 

. — 

4 

4 

Gastro  Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Convulsions  

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

• 

— 

1 

1 

Respiratory  Failure 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Bronchitis  

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Marasmus  

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Meningitis  

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Unknown  

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

5 

— 

3 

15 

23 

12 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

A total  of  552  cases  of  infectious  diseases  was  notified 
during-  the  year,  which  is  249  more  than  the  figure  of  303  for 
the  year  1945. 

Separate  figures  are  given  below,  together  with  the 
corresponding  figures  for  1945  : — 


1945 

1946 

Diphtheria 

52 

19 

Scarlet  Fever 

62 

54 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

18 

64 

Measles  .... 

50 

288 

Pneumonia 

7 

23 

Dysentery 

6 

5 

Meningitis 

5 

4 

Erysipelas 

6 

5 

Scabies  .... 

97 

88 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

2 

Totals 

303 

552 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications,  compared 
with  1945,  is  mainly  due  to  an  epidemic  of  measles,  which 
accounted  for  288  of  the  cases  notified,  an  increase  of  238  on 
the  1945  figure. 


Diphtheria  notifications  numbered  19,  a decrease  of  32 
on  last  year’s  figure.  Ten  adults  and  nine  children  were 
notified,  and  of  these  nine  adults  w^ere  diagnosed  as  other 
than  diphtheria,  and  the  other  as  clinical  diphtheria. 


Three  children  were  diagnosed  as  diphtheria,  one  clinical 
diphtheria,  one  as  a carrier,  but  the  other  three  did  not  have 
the  disease.  All  the  infected  children  had  been  immunised. 
There  were  no  deaths. 
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Scarlet  fever  was  responsible  for  54  notifications,  15  adults 
and  39  children,  and  of  these  1 adult  and  3 children  were 
diagnosed  as  other  than  scarlet  fever,  but  one  child  notified  as 
diphtheria  had  scarlet  fever.  This  gives  a total  of  51  who 
suffered  from  the  disease.  All  were  treated  in  hospital  and 
made  a good  recovery. 


Whooping  cough  cases  increased  by  46,  pneumonia  by  16, 
but  meningitis  decreased  by  1,  erysipelas  1 and  scabies  9. 


There  were  3 deaths  due  to  pertussis,  an  illness  which, 
although  often  treated  lightly  by  parents  of  infected  children, 
is  a most  serious  infectious  disease.  All  too  frequently  older 
children  suffering  from  this  disease  are  inadequately  isolated 
and  are  allowed  into  contact  with  other  children.  This  may 
lead  to  a severe  illness  and  even  death  in  a young  child, 
especially  in  the  case  of  babies  who  are  bottle  fed. 


Dysentery  notifications  decreased  by  one,  and  numbered 
5,  3 adults  and  2 infants.  One  of  the  infants  died,  the  final 
diagnosis  being  given  as  gastro  enteritis. 


Location  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  tables  give  (a)  the  location  of  infectious 
diseases  in  the  various  wards,  (b)  the  percentage  of  children 
in  each  ward,  together  with  the  percentage  of  each  disease, 
and  (c)  the  notification  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the 
case  of  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough,  measles  and 
scabies.  Figures  for  the  year  1945  are  shown  in  respect  of 
tables  (a)  and  (b)  for  comparison. 


I have  endeavoured  to  give,  as  accurately  as  possible,  the 
number  of  children  living  in  each  ward. 
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(a)  Location  of  Disease. 


Ward 

Children 
in  W ard . 

Diph. 

S.  Fever 

Measles 

Scabies 

! w. 

Cough. 

Total 

Haverton  HillN. 
1946 

1668 

6 

18 

78 

20 

9 

131 

1945 

19 

13 

14 

35 

81 

St.  Cuthbert’s 

1946 

1585 

5 

18 

102 

23 

26 

174 

1945 

13 

33 

26 

27 

11 

no 

Chilton’s 

1946 

1323 

5 

15 

78 

27 

27 

152 

1945 

16 

14 

9 

28 

6 

73 

Port  Clarence 

1 

1946 

312 

2 

2 

4 

1945 

4 

1 

1 

6 

Haverton  Hill  S. 

1946 

528 

1 

9 

4 

14 

1945 

1 

1 

4 

6 

Wol  vision 

1946 

309 

1 

2 

21 

8 

2 

34 

1945 

2 

1 

3 

Cowpen  Bewley 

47 

1946 

4 

4 

1945 

1946  Totals 

5772 

19 

54 

288 

88 

64 

513 

1945 

5678  I 

52 

62 

50 

97 

18 

279 

(b)  Percentage  of  Diseases  and  Children  in  Wards. 


Ward 

Children 
in  Ward 

Diph. 

S.  Fever 

Measles 

Scabies 

W. 

Cough . 

Total. 

Haverton  HillN. 

1946 

28.9 

31.56 

33.33 

27.08 

22.73 

14.06 

25.53 

1945 

31.63 

36.5 

20.96 

28.0 

36.09 

29.04 

St.  Cuthbert’s 

1946 

27.46 

26.32 

33.33 

35.42 

26.14 

40.63 

33.92 

1945 

29.8 

25.0 

53.25 

52.0 

27.84 

61.11 

39.44 

Chilton’s 

1946 

22.93 

26.32 

27.78 

27.08 

30.69 

! 42.19 

29.63 

1945 

23.53 

30.8 

22.57 

18.0 

28.86 

33.34 

26.17 

Port  Clarence 

1946 

5.4 

10.54 

2.27 

.78 

1945 

5.96 

7.7 

1.61 

1.03 

2.14 

Haverton  Hill  S. 

1946 

9.15 

1.85 

7.3 

4.54 

2.73 

1945 

5.63 

1.61 

2.0 

4.12 

2.14 

Wol  vision 

• 1946 

5.36 

5.26 

3.71 

3.12 

9.09 

3.12 

6.63 

1945 

2.8 

2.06  ; 

5.55 

1.07 

Cowpen  Bewlev 

.78 

1946 

.8 

4.54 

1945 

.65 
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(c)  Notification  rate  per  1,000  of  Population. 


Disease 

1946 

1945 

Diphtheria 

.86 

2.56 

Scarlet  Fever 

2.45 

3.05 

Measles 

13.09 

2.46 

Scabies 

4.0 

4 77 

Whooping  Cough 

2,9 

.88 

As  in  the  previous  three  years  the  highest  incidence  of 
infectious  disease  amongst  children  occurred  in  the  St.  Cuth- 
bert’s  Ward.  Chiltons  came  next  and  then  Haverton  Hill 
North. 


Diphtheria  notifications  showed  welcome  decreases — 
Chilton’s  5 against  16,  Haverton  Hill  North  6 against  19,  St. 
Cuthbert’s  5 against  13,  and  Port  Clarence  2 against  4.  Wol- 
viston  had  one  notification  against  nil. 


Scarlet  fever  cases  also  decreased  in  total  and  showed  a 
fall  in  St.  Cuthbert’s  Ward  of  15  and  1 in  Port  Clarence  Ward. 
Increases  were  shown  in  Haverton  Hill  North  Ward  (5), 
Chilton’s  (1)  and  Wolviston  (2). 

St.  Cuthbert’s  Ward  with  174  notifications  has  a percent-  • 
age  of  33.92  of  the  diseases  taken  into  consideration  in  the 
tables,  Chilton’s  has  152  or  29.62%,  and  Haverton  Hill  North 
131  or  25.53%. 


In  the  Haverton  Hill  North  Ward  the  131  notifications 
were  made  up  of  78  measles,  20  scabies,  18  scarlet  fever,  9 
whooping  cough  and  6 diphtheria.  The  Cowpen  Estate,  which 
is  an  area  surrounded  by  open  spaces  and  forms  part  of  the 
Ward,  had  41  notifications,  consisting  of  25  measles,  10  scarlet 
fever,  3 whooping  cough,  2 diphtheria  and  1 scabies.  This 
equals  31.3%  of  the  notifications  for  the  whole  Ward,  as 
against  27.16%  for  last  year  and  36.65%  for  the  previous 
year.  The  child  population  for  this  small  area  is  28.6%  of 
that  of  the  whole  Ward. 

I have  analysed  the  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
during  the  past  five  years  into  wards,  as  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing tables : — 
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Haverton  Hill  North. 


Whole  Ward 

Year 

Disease 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Diphtheria 

26 

6 

7 

19 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

12 

8 

13 

18 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

17 

7 

... 

9 

Measles 

26 

50 

41 

14 

78 

Pheumonia 

7 

4 

7 

6 

Erysipelas.... 

1 

1 

Dysentery  .... 

2 

2 

3 

Meningitis  ... 

1 

1 

3 

Scabies 

2 

45 

35 

20 

Totals  .... 

74 

92 

115 

84 

143 

Cowpen  Estate 

Year 

Disease 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1 1 946 

Diphtheria 

4 

2 

2 

3 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

8 

5 

3 

10 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

6 

7 

3 

Measles  ... 

24 

13 

12 

7 

25 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

.... 

1 

Erysipelas 

Dysentery  .... 

1 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

Scabies  ... 

2 

15 

11 

1 

Totals 

40 

34 

41 

24 

44 

St.  Cuthbert’s  Ward. 


Disease 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Diptheria 

22 

14 

15 

13 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

18 

28 

33 

18 

Whooping  Cough... 

6 

16 

29 

11 

26 

Measles 

82 

101 

84 

26 

102 

Pneumonia 

9 

7 

6 

4 

6 

Erysipelas  ... 

5 

1 

3 

5 

Dysentery 

2 

3 

4 

Meningitis... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Scabies 

Ophthalmia 

4 

50 

27 

23 

Neonatorum 

1 

Totals 

146 

165 

216 

124 

182 
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Chilton’s  Ward. 


Disease 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Diplnheria 

21 

15 

9 

16 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

20 

27 

14 

15 

Whooping  Cough 

20 

12 

6 

27 

Measles  .... 

105 

38 

60 

9 

78 

Pneumonia 

6 

5 

3 

3 

6 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

6 

1 

5 

Dysentery 

4 

2 

2 

Meningitis 

1 

3 

Scabies 

Ophthalmia 

1 

49 

28 

27 

Neonatorum 

Totals 

148 

103 

166 

80 

165 

Haverton  Hill  South. 


Disease 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Diphtheria  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  .. 
Measles  

1 

10 

3 

1 

9 

Pneumonia 

3 

Erysipelas  ... 

Dysentery 

Meningitis 

Scabies 

3 

4 

■ 4 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

Totals 

2 

15 

8 

6 

1-8 

Port  Clarence. 


Disease  | 

1942 

1943 

1944 

I . 

1945 

1946 

Diphtheria.... 

1 

3 

1 

4 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles  .... 

1 .... 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

Dysentery 

Meningitis 

Scabies 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Totals 

1 

15 

4 

6 

5 
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Wolviston. 


Disease 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough.... 

1 

2 

Measles 

5 

19 

21 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  .... 
Dysentery 
Meningitis.... 
Scabies  

1 

2 

8 

Totals 

3 

7 

22 

3 

35 

Cowpen  Bewley. 


Disease 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 
Measles  — 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

Erysipelas 
Dysentery  — 

Meningitis 

Scabies  .... 

3 

4 

Totals 

2 

3 

.... 

4 

Notifications  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  are  all 
removed  to  hospital  for  treatment,  and  the  following  tables 
give  the  percentages  of  each  disease  in  the  various  wards  over 
the  last  five  years.  This  table  tends  to  greater  accuracy,  as  in 
some  areas  both  measles  and  whooping  cough  are  treated 
more  lightly  than  in  others,  many  cases  not  even  being  treated 
by  a doctor. 

Analyzed  into  percentages  the  figures  show  that  94%  of 
scarlet  fever  and  84%  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  the  three  wards 
of  St.  Cuthbert’s,  Chilton’s  and  Haverton  Hill  North,  which 
together  contain  79%  of  the  children  in  the  area.  The  per- 
centage of  children  living  in  each  ward  is  approximately  — 
Haverton  Hill  North  29  (including  Cowpen  Estate  8%),  St. 
Cuthbert’s  28,  Chilton’s  23,  Haverton  Hill  South  9,  Port 
Clarence  5,  Wolviston  5 and  Cowpen  Bewley  1. 


19 


Percentage  of  Children  in  Wards  and  Percentages  of 
Notifications. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 


Ward 

% of 
Child- 
ren 

Percentage  of  Notification 

Total  % 
over  the 

5 years 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1 1945 

1946 

Haverton  Hill  North  ... 

28.9 

21.9 

24.0 

12.1 

20.9 

33.33 

21.98 

St.  Cuthbert’s 

27.46 

48.8 

36.0 

42.4 

53.3 

33.33 

42.86 

Chilton’s  

22.93 

24.4 

40.0 

40.9 

22.6 

27.78 

31.5 

Port  Clarence  ... 

5.4 

1.6 

1.46 

Haverton  Hill  South  .. 

9.15 

3.1 

1.6 

1.85 

.37 

Wolviston  

5.36 

4.9 

1.5 

... 

3.71 

1.83 

Cowpen  Bewley 

.8 

DIPHTHERIA. 


Ward 

% of 
Child- 
ren 

Percentage  of  Notification 

! Total  % 

1 over  the 

5 years 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Haverton  Hill  North  . 

28.9 

35.6 

14.0 

21.9 

36.5 

31.56 

29.22 

St.  Cuthbert’s 

27.46 

30.1 

32.5 

46.9 

25.0 

26.32 

31.51 

Chilton’s  

22.93 

28.8 

34.9 

28.1 

30.8 

26.32 

30.14 

port  Clarence  . 

5.4 

1.4 

7.0 

3.1 

7.7 

10.54 

3.65 

Haverton  Hill  South  .. 

9.15 

2.7 

9.3 

.... 

4.11 

Wolviston  

5.36 

1.4 

2.3 

... 

5.26 

1.37 

Cowpen  Bewley 

.8 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General : — 


Births. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

261 

227 

488 

Illegitimate 

16 

11 

27 

Still  Births. 

277 

238 

515  = 

a birth  rate  of 
23.4  per  1,000. 

Legitimate 

8 

14 

22 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

8 

15 

23  = 

a rate  of  42.7  per 
1,000  births. 
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Deaths. 

120 

89 

209  = 

Death  rate  of  9.5 
per  1,000. 

Infantile  Deaths. 

Legitimate  16 

7 

23 

Illegitimate  — 

— 

— 

16 

7 

23  = 

Infantile  death 
rate  of  44  per 
1,000  live  births. 

Women  Dying  in  Consequence  of  Childbirth: — 


From  Sepsis  

• • • • • • 

Nil 

From  other  causes 



3 

Causes  of  Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  

7 

5 

12 

Tuberculosis — Other  

1 

3 

4 

Whooping  Cough  

2 

1 

3 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and  Oeso- 
phagus (M),  Uterus  (F) 

2 

3 

5 

Cancer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum 

5 

1 

6 

Cancer  and  all  other  sites 

10 

8 

18 

Diabetes  

— 

1 

1 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ... 

10 

16 

26 

Heart  Disease  

25 

14 

39 

Other  disorders  of  Circulatory 
System 

7 

4 

11 

Influenza  

1 

— 

1 

Bronchitis  

9 

5 

14 

Pneumonia  

10 

2 

12 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

2 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum... 

1 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  

1 

2 

3 

Appendicitis  

1 

— 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis 

3 

5 

8 

Maternal  Causes  

— 

3 

3 

Prematurity  

6 

1 

7 

Congenital  Maladies,  Birth  Injur- 
ies and  Infantile  Diseases 

2 

2 

4 

Suicide  

1 

— 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

2 

1 

3 

Other  violent  causes  

2 

2 

4 

All  other  causes  

9 

6 

15 

120 

89 

209 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  new  notifica- 
tions, pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary,  and  the  number  of 
deaths  reported  in  the  different  age  groups : — 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Period 
years 

1 Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 - 1 

1 - 4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 - 14 

— 

— 

2 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

15  - 24 

2 

6 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

25  - 34 

7 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

35  - 44 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45  - 54 

55  - 65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

~ 

— 

Totals 

11 

9 

3 

5 

7 

5 

1 

3 

This  shows  a total  of  28  notifications  during  the  year,  as 
against  21  for  1945.  Deaths  total  16,  a decrease  of  1 on  last 
year. 


The  number  of  new  notifications  of  pulmonary  tubercu- 
losis was  20.  This  was  an  increase  of  5 on  the  1945  figures. 
The  highest  incidence  is  in  the  15  to  24  and  25  to  34  age 
groups ; 8 each. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — New  Cases. 


Age  period 

1946 

1945 

1 - 4 

1 

5 - 14 

— 

5 

15  - 24 

8 

3 

25  - 34 

8 

2 

35  - 44 

3 

1 

45  - 54 

1 

3 

55  - 65 

— 

— 

Totals 

20 

15 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  children 
immunised  in  the  groups  0 to  5 and  5 to  15  years  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1946: — 

0 to  5 years.  2,051  children — 1,279  immunised  = 62.36% 

5 to  15  years.  3,721  children — 3,478  immunised  = 93.47% 

This  gives  a percentage  of  82.4  children  immunised  of  a 
total  of  5,772. 

A comparative  table  showing  the  number  of  doses  given 
to  children  during  the  years  1942,  1943,  1944,  1945  and  1946, 
together  with  the  place  where  the  immunisation  was  carried 
out  is  as  follows  : — 


Child  Welfare  Clinics 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

Total 

and  Nurseries 

128 

72 

— 

200 

Schools  

567 

332 

— 

899 

Surgeries  

191 

180 

— 

371 

Homes/Car  

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

1943. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics 

886 

584 

1470 

and  Nurseries 

425 

289 

78 

792 

Schools  

96 

55 

662 

813 

Surgeries  

58 

42 

2 

102 

Homes/Car  

25 

5 

— 

30 

1944. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics 

604 

391 

742 

1737 

and  Nurseries 

221 

161 

152 

534 

Schools  

189 

120 

1365 

1674 

Surgeries  

52 

32 

25 

109 

Homes/Car  

9 

8 

1 

18 

471  321  1543  2335 
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1945. 


Child  Welfare  Clinics 


and  Surgeries 

322 

251 

245 

818 

Schools  

228 

174 

828 

1230 

Surgeries  

175 

182 

123 

480 

Homes  

142 

183 

39 

364 

867 

790 

1235 

2892 

1946. 


Child  Welfare  Clinics 


and  Surgeries 

188 

164 

142 

494 

Schools  

59 

43 

292 

394 

Surgeries  

128 

128 

73 

329 

Homes  

118 

139 

88 

345 

493 

474 

595 

1562 

The  scheme  was  continued  successfully  during  the  year. 
The  total  number  of  injections  given  decreased,  but  the  per- 
centage of  children  immunised  was  maintained.  In  the  child- 
ren under  five  years  of  age  the  percentage  was  raised  from 
61.45  to  62.36,  while  the  percentage  of  school  children  was 
also  slightly  improved — 92.17  to  93.47. 


There  were  too  few  third  doses  (booster  injections)  given 
and  more  attention  will  have  to  be  concentrated  on  this  group. 
Nearly  600  boosting  injections  were  given,  which  is  rather 
less  than  half  those  given  in  the  previous  year,  but  as  boosting 
doses  are  given  at  intervals  of  about  four  years,  this  group 
will  gradually  diminish  in  size.  However,  all  two  year  old 
children  should  receive  a single  dose  on  account  of  the  poor 
immunity  which  develops  at  this  age  and  of  the  likelihood  of 
severe  illness  in  the  younger  age  groups. 
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Cases  of  Diphtheria  in  Children. 

During  the  year  nine  notifications  of  diphtheria  in  child- 
ren were  received.  All  were  admitted  into  hospital  and  were 
discharged  with  final  diagnoses  as  follows : — 

Diphtheria,  3.  Clinical  Diphtheria,  1.  (Swabs  were  nega- 
tive, but  the  case  appeared  to  be  diphtheria  on  clinical 
grounds.) 

Carrier,  1.  Not  confirmed,  1.  Adenitis,  1. 

Scarlet  Fever,  1.  Tonsilitis,  1. 

The  three  diphtheria  cases  had  been  immunised  three 
times,  as  had  the  clinical  diphtheria  case.  The  diphtheria 
carrier  had  been  immunised  twice,  six  months  prior  to  being 
admitted  into  hospital. 


Scabies. 

The  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  scabies  and  verminous 
conditions  was  continued  throughout  the  year  at  the  Hostel 
Treatment  Centre,  Haverton  Hill.  The  centre  was  open  for 
one  morning  session,  four  afternoon  and  evening  sessions 
weekly,  holidays  excluded. 

The  number  of  primary  cases  fell  from  104  to  92,  but  the 
contacts  increased  from  242  to  286,  an  increase  of  32  in  the 
number  of  persons  treated. 

The  highest  monthly  number  of  treatments  was  recorded 
in  May  (152),  and  the  lowest  period  was  September. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  number  of  persons 
treated  during  the  years  1944,  1945  and  1946  has  remained 
about  the  same  level,  at  roughly  400,  350  and  380  respectively. 
There  has  been  one  striking  change  and  that  is  in  the  severity 
of  the  infection.  Since  the  close  of  the  first  year  of  operating 
the  scheme  there  have  been  very  few  gross  infections  and 
badly  neglected  cases. 

On  the  whole,  cases  of  scabies  have  cleared  with  fewer 
treatments,  but  the  results  with  treating  impetigo  have  not 
been  so  good,  more  visits  to  the  centre  have  had  to  be  made. 
The  number  of  verminous  heads  treated  is  difficult  to  estimate 
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as  very  few  are  treated  at  the  Hostel.  The  vast  majority  are 
treated  at  home  by  their  own  parents  using  lethane  oil  com- 
pound, which  is  distributed  from  the  Council  Offices  and 
treatment  centre,  as  well  as  from  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics, 
and  is  also  on  sale  at  the  local  chemists’  shops. 


1946 

Cases 

Cases  Treated 

Treatments 

Noti- 

fied 

Treat- 

ed 

1 Prim- 
1 ary 

Con- 

tacts 

Total 

Scab- 

ies 

Impet- 

igo 

Ver- 

min 

Total 

January 

11 

40 

9 

31 

40 

79 

39 

118 

February 

21 

32 

1 12 

20 

32 

64 

31 

95 

March 

2 

45 

^ 12 

33 

45 

87 

59 

146 

April 

10 

38 

7 

31 

38 

70 

47 

117 

May 

12 

49 

9 

^0 

49 

107 

45 

152 

Tune 

8 

36 

11 

25 

36 

58 

29 

5 

92 

July 

6 

19 

5 

14 

19 

40 

13 

53 

August 

6 

20 

3 

17 

20 

50 

6 

56 

September  ... 

— 

18 

3 

15 

18 

26 

6 

32 

October 

3 

48 

14 

34 

48 

97 

10 

107 

November  ... 

6 

20 

5 

15 

20 

42 

15 

57 

December  .. 

3 

13 

2 

11 

13 

32 

6 

— 

38 

Totals 

88 

378 

92 

286 

378 

752 

306 

5 

i 

1063 

1 

Persons  suffering  from  Scabies 
and/or  Impetigo 


Adult 

School 

Children 

Under 

5 years 

Total 

January 

Ig— 

13 

9 

^40"“ 

February 

11 

15 

6 

32 

March 

17 

19 

9 

45 

April 

9 

22 

7 

38 

May 

17 

22 

10 

49 

June 

10 

19 

7 

36 

July 

8 

6 

5 

19 

August 

5 

12 

3 

20 

September  ... 

6 

6 

6 

18 

October 

13 

20 

15 

48 

November  ... 

4 

9 

7 

20  • 

December  ... 

5 

4 _ 

_ 4 

13 

Totals 

123 

167 

88 

378 

26 


1 

Daily  Treatments 

No.  of 

1946 

Drs. 

No.  of 

Min. 

Max. 

Average 

Sessions 

Cases  seen 

January 

2 

14 

6.6 

1 

13 

February 

2 

12 

6 

1 

25 

March 

1 

14 

8.6 

1 

32 

April 

1 

15 

7.3 

1 

23 

May... 

2 

17 

8 

1 

32 

June 

1 

9 

5.7 

1 

30 

July 

1 

7 

3.3 

1 

12 

August 

1 

11 

3.5 

1 

14 

September  . . . 

1 

12 

2.0 

1 

21 

October 

1 

1 11 

5.6 

1 

i 21 

November  ... 

1 

1 12 

3.3 

1 

14 

December  . . 

1 

11 

2.5 

1 

14 

The  Nursery,  Cheviot  Crescent,  Billingham* 

Miss  E.  Rafferty  was  Matron  in  charge  of  this  Nursery 
until  the  31st  March,  1946,  when  it  was  taken  over  by  the 
Education  Authority  and  re-opened  as  a Nursery  School  for 
children  between  the  ages  of  two  and  five  years. 

A table  showing  the  attendances  is  given  below : — 


Month 

Days 

open 

Total 

attendance 

Daily 

average 

Daily 

max. 

January 

25 

466 

18.6 

24 

February 

24 

427 

17 

22 

March 

24 

345 

14.4 

19 

The  Nursery  ,Tame  Street,  Haverton  Hill. 

The  Matron,  Mrs.  Murray,  has  been  in  charge  of  the  nur- 
sery since  it  was  instituted  in  May,  1942.  The  staff  consists 
of  a matron,  who  is  a fully  trained  nurse,  1 nursery  assistant, 
4 students,  2 trainees,  a warden  (CCR  trained),  a cook  and  a 
cleaner.  The  students  and  trainees  are  taking  a training 
course  in  preparation  for  the  National  Society  Child  Nursing 
Certificate. 

Attendances  have  been  well  maintained,  being  slightly 
higher  than  in  the  previous  year. 
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The  health  of  the  children  has  been  excellent,  though 
there  were  a few  cases  of  measles  during  the  year.  There 
were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  or  scarlet  fever  amongst  any  of 
the  children  who  attended  the  nursery.  The  children  are 
medically  inspected  each  week,  weighed  each  month  and  have 
a medical  examination  each  month,  the  results  being  entirely 
satisfactory.  All  children  who  attend  the  nursery  are  im- 
munised, and  all  children  who  are  there  for  any  length  of  time 
show  a definite  improvement  of  physique. 

Two  children  were  admitted  on  medical  grounds  and  have 
made  considerable  improvement.  One  child  was  taken  to  the 
nursery  on  account  of  the  mother  being  blind,  and  the  children 
of  expectant  mothers  have  been  accommodated  for  one  month 
prior  to  and  one  month  after  confinement. 

A great  many  children  required  ultra  violet  ray  treat- 
ment, but  difficulty  was  experienced  in  conveying  them  to  and 
from  the  clinic  at  Billingham.  It  would  be  a great  benefit  to 
the  children  if  a lamp  could  be  installed  at  the  nursery. 

A table  showing  attendances  is  given  below: — 


Days  Total  Daily  Daily 
Month  open  attendance  average  max. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


25 

552 

24 

608 

26 

688 

23 

754 

27 

890 

22 

684 

27 

906 

26 

581 

25 

427 

27 

718 

26 

790 

24 

605 

22 

28 

25.3 

30 

26.4 

33 

32.8 

37 

32.9 

37 

31.1 

38 

33.5 

42 

22.4 

34 

17.1 

26 

26.6 

33 

30.4 

37 

25.2 

32 

Billingham  Urban  District  Nursing  Association. 

This  is  a voluntary  organisation  administered  by  a local 
committee  and  supported  by  voluntary  contributions.  The 
bulk  of  the  Association’s  income  is  received  from  workmen 
em])loyed  in  the  various  industries  in  the  area,  who  allow  an 
amount  approximating  to  Jd.  ])er  week  to  be  deducted  from 
their  wages  and  paid  over  to  the  Association. 
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The  staff  consists  of  three  fully  trained  Sisters,  one  of 
whom  acts  as  Sister-in-Charge. 


Nurses’  Homes  are  provided  at  51,  Bedale  Avenue,  Bill- 
ingham,  and  1,  Cedar  Terrace,  Port  Clarence,  both  of  which 
are  provided  with  telephone  facilities.  Residents  in  Billing- 
ham,  Haverton  Hill,  Port  Clarence,  Cowpen  Bewley  and  part 
of  Wolviston,  totalling  approximately  23,000,  are  catered  for 
by  the  Association.  During  the  year  ended  31st  March  last, 
the  Association’s  Nursing  Sisters  attended  309  cases,  involving 
7,541  visits.  In  the  Annual  Report  of  the  General  Committee 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March  last,  it  is  mentioned  that  during 
each  of  the  previous  years  the  number  of  cases  attended  to  by 
the  Association’s  Nursing  Sisters  have  shown  an  appreciable 
reduction  as  compared  with  the  previous  year’s  total,  although 
the  number  of  visits  having  to  be  made  to  such  patients  has 
steadily  increased. 


The  scale  of  salaries  finally  recommended  by  the  Rush- 
cliffe  Committee  has  been  adopted  by  the  Association  with 
retrospective  effect  to  the  1st  January,  1946. 

Equipment  is  provided  free  on  loan  by  the  Association, 
such  as  bed-pans,  back-rests,  waterproof  sheets,  etc.,  and  in 
addition  five  invalid  carriages  and  a spinal  carriage  are  avail- 
able for  those  residents  needing  the  use  of  same. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  medical,  sur- 
gical and  casual  visits  made  during  the  year.  Most  of  these 
are  in  Billingham,  which  is  the  main  residential  area. 


Month 

Medical 

Surgical 

Casual 

Total 

January 

369 

305 

6 

680 

February 

275 

361 

7 

643 

March 

286 

341 

4 

631 

April 

261 

381 

2 

644 

May 

267 

335 

7 

609 

June 

309 

304 

5 

618 

July 

364 

284 

7 

655 

August 

205 

343 

8 

556 

September 

256 

290 

7 

553 

October 

301 

311 

8 

620 

November 

303 

332 

6 

641 

December 

363 

276 

2 

641 

29 


The  location  of  the  cases  treated,  the  number  of  new 
cases  sent  in  by  doctors  and  those  received  from  other  sources 
are  shown  in  the  following  table.  A few  accidents  were 
treated,  but  these  were  included  under  the  heading  “ other 
sources.” 


Month 

Port 

Clarence 

Haverton 

Hill 

Billing- 

ham 

Sent  by 
Doctors 

Other 

sources 

January 

106 

157 

417 

27 

2 

February 

77 

153 

413 

26 

3 

March 

80 

170 

381 

20 

3 

April 

85 

138 

421 

27 

1 

May 

85 

138 

386 

18 

— 

June 

67 

123 

428 

22 

— 

July 

66 

116 

473 

21 

1 

August 

103 

41 

412 

16 

— 

September 

76 

117 

360 

16 

2 

October 

122 

56 

442 

29 

2 

November 

190 

28 

423 

21 

3 

December 

254 

30 

357 

15 

3 

The  following  table 
monthly,  for  the  last  five 

shows  the  number  of  new  cases, 
years : — 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

January 

29 

22 

35 

36 

37 

February 

29 

21 

27 

34 

24 

March 

23 

23 

24 

34 

35 

April 

28 

26 

31 

28 

35 

May 

18 

35 

33 

40 

39 

Tune 

22 

28 

31 

24 

34 

July 

22 

26 

27 

34 

33 

August 

16 

21 

, 24 

40 

28 

September 

18 

28 

20 

26 

39 

October 

31 

32 

33 

27 

32 

November 

24 

29 

25 

35 

38 

December 

18 

26 

34 

37 

52 

Totals 

278 

317 

344 

395 

426 
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SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT  FOR  1^46 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

HAVERTON  HILL. 

June,  1947. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  herewith  my  Twenty-first  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  of  my  department.  At  this  point,  I wish  to 
correct  an  error  made  in  1940  in  stating  that  report  to  be  my 
sixteenth.  It  was,  of  course,  the  fifteenth  and  the  mistake 
has  been  carried  forward  until  this  year.  In  most  respects, 
1946  has  been  very  similar  to  the  preceding  year  with  little 
change  in  the  abnormal  conditions  existing  as  a result  of  the 
war.  It  is  becoming  increasingly  clear  that  the  return  to 
pre-war  conditions  will  take  much  longer  than  was  anticipated. 
Indeed,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  some  changes  eifected 
during  the  war  will  remain.  For  instance,  the  use  of  private 
slaughterhouses  may  not  be  allowed,  the  earlier  closing  of 
shops  seems  to  be  permanent  and  supervision  of  milk  produc- 
tion may  be  transferred  to  the  Central  Authority.  Such 
possible  changes,  which  certainly  are  not  new  ideas,  have  good 
points  but  they  usually  mean  a transfer  of  functions  to  some 
other  authority.  This  could  be  beneficial  provided  that  the 
best  public  interests  are  preserved.  The  usual  details  are 
given  in  the  body  of  the  report  under  appropriate  headings. 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
for  their  continued  support  and  co-operation  in  all  matters 
affecting  my  department.  I am  also  indebted  to  the  willing 
assistance  from  the  members  of  my  staff  upon  whom  much 
depends  in  the  carrying  out  of  my  various  duties. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  RUSHWORTH, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  AND  OTHER 

DETAILS. 


Dwellinghouses,  under  Public  Health  Act  129 

„ under  Infectious  Diseases  68 

„ and  schools  disinfected  ...  ...  73 

Works  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Premises  under  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  149 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Verminous  and  dirty  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Complaints  investigated  488 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Drains  tested  or  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  231 

Stables  and  piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  3 

Fried  Fish  shops  ...  4 

Factories  and  workplaces 21 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Theatres  and  places  of  entertainment  ...  ...  ...  1 

Refuse  collection  ...  68 

Refuse  disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  363 

Smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  238 

Shops ...  242 

Public  baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Samples  of  Public  Baths  water  obtained  1 

Salvage  14 

Allotments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  sanitary  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Slaughterhouses  2 

Butchers’  “ Making-up  ” places 15 

Meat  and  other  foods  86 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Dairies  and  milkshops  25 

Ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Restaurants  and  canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

Street  vendors  and  hawkers’  carts  ...  ...  ...  6 

Water  samples  obtained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  242 

Dustbins  471 
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NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  NOTICES. 


Informal  notices  served  432 

Informal  notices  complied  with  400 

Informal  notices  outstanding  from  previous  year  com- 
plied with  21 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  1 

Statutory  notices  complied  with 1 


SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  DEFECTS 

REMEDIED. 

HOUSES. 


Defective  roofs  

„ eavesgutters  and  fallpipes 

„ plasterwork  ...  

„ ceilings 

„ floors  

„ fanlight 

„ window  frames  ... 

„ yard  surfaces 

„ copper  

„ bath  waste  pipes 

„ sink  waste  pipes 

„ hot  water  boiler 

„ water  pipes 

„ water  supply  

WATER  CLOSETS 

Defective  water  pipes 

„ cisterns 

„ pedestals 

„ seats  

„ plasterwork  


9 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

5 

18 

1 

2 

1 


2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 


MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 


Dustbins  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  471 

Blocked  drains  and  sink  waste  pipes  cleared  ...  ...  * 158 

Yard  gullies  renewed  3 

Drains  relaid  or  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Verminous  premises  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  * 21 

Books  disinfected 99 
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HOUSING. 

In  its  broadest  aspect,  much  could  be  written  about  the 
housing  situation  as  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  one  single  factor 
which  has  a greater  bearing  on  the  health  and  well-being  of 
the  people.  The  provision  of  new  houses,  which  are  so 
urgently  needed,  is  extremely  slow,  although  at  the  year  end 
contracts  had  been  let  for  224  houses,  and  100  prefabricated 
houses  were  in  course  of  erection.  The  position  regarding 
the  repair  of  existing  houses  is  much  the  same  as  last  year. 
The  need  for  overhaul  and  repair  is  very  necessary,  but  the 
emphasis  is  on  building  new  houses  and  the  Ministry  of  Health 
has  stated  that  labour  and  materials  must  not  be  diverted  to 
existing  houses  except  to  make  them  weather-tight.  In  view 
of  present-day  difficulties,  it  is  pleasing,  however,  to  be  able  to 
record  some  progress  in  dealing  with  bad  housing  conditions. 
Following  a very  helpful  meeting  at  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
I reported  on  some  dilapidated  property  in  Ash,  Oak  and  Elm 
Streets,  Haverton  Hill,  recommending  a clearance  scheme. 
An  Order  was  eventually  made  and,  as  a result,  53  houses  were 
demolished.  Another  similar  block  of  property  is  now  under 
consideration. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

A.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  Year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  105 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  137 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

sub-head  1 above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925  6 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  8 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  previous  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  105 
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B.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelliiighouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

C.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  , 1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  — 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  :— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit — 
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D.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

Due  to  the  housing  position,  it  is  well-known  that  over- 
crowding, both  statutory  and  otherwise,  exists.  By  the  latter 
type  of  overcrowding,  I have  in  mind  those  very  numerous 
cases  where  there  are  2 or  more  families  living  in  one 
house  which  often  consist  of  parents  and  a married  son  or 
daughter.  Where  statutory  overcrowding  exists,  conditions 
are  obviously  bad  as  the  legal  standard  is  low  owing  to  the 
fact  that  living-rooms  are  taken  into  account.  During  Decem- 
ber, a complete  survey  was  made  to  ascertain  the  full  housing 
needs  of  the  district.  Details  of  the  subsequent  report  will  be 
given  in  the  1947  report. 


WATER. 

It  is  fortunate  that  throughout  the  area  there  is  a good 
supply  of  soft  water  which  has  been  unrestricted  in  quantity. 
The  only  complaint  of  insufficiency  has  been  at  Wolviston, 
where  the  pressure  has,  on  occasions,  been  reported  poor. 
This  matter  has  been  taken  up  with  the  Tees  Valley  Water 
Board,  who  have  prepared  a scheme  to  remedy  the  complaint. 
A sample  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  gave  the  following 
results : — 


Parts  per  100,000 

“Chlorine  as  Chlorides 

1.3000 

“Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 
“Ammonia 

.0412 

.0066 

“ Albuminoid  Ammonia 

.0100 

“ Oxygen  Absorption 

.4680 

“ Injurious  Metals 

“Total  Solid  Matter  dried  @ 100°  C. 

None 

11.0000 

“ pH  value  of  sample  ...  7.2  degrees 

“ Temporary  hardness  ...  .2  „ 

“ Permanent  hardness  ...  4.4  „ 

it 

“ Colour  of  sample  on  Hazen  Scale  ... 

35 

“Appearance  of  Sample  in  2 foot  tube  ... 

Not  quite  bright 

“ Odour  when  heated  to  50°  C. 

None 

Microscopical  Examination. 

Satisfactory. 
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Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 

37°  C.  after  72  hours 11  per  ml. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 

20-22°  C.  after  72  hours  ...  ...  29  per  ml. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @ 37°  C.  after 

72  hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Negative  in  100  ml. 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @ 45°  C.  ...  Negative  in  40  ml. 


“ Observations. 

The  sample  affords  no  evidence  of  pollution  by  sewage 
“ or  other  foul  drainage,  nor  is  there  any  indication  of  contam- 
“ illation  by  matter  derived  from  the  surface,  and  as  it  is  of  a 
“ high  order  of  bacterial  purity,  it  is  of  good  and  wholesome 
“ quality  for  human  consumption. 

“ (Sgd.)  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK.” 


The  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Tees  Valley  Water 
Board  has  informed  me  that  8 bacteriological  samples  of  raw 
water  were  examined  per  month.  The  water  supply  is 
examined  as  it  leaves  the  treatment  works  and  also  at  points 
in  the  area.  Approximately  70  samples  per  month  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations,  all  of 
which  were  satisfactory.  The  water,  which  is  not  liable  to 
have  plumbo-solvent  action,  is  purified  by  slow  sand  filters 
followed  by  treatment  with  ammonia  and  chlorine.  Water 
which  has  been  standing  in  open  service  reservoirs  is  also 
treated  with  ammonia  and  chlorine  before  distribution. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

As  stated  in  last  year’s  report,  development  of  the  district 
is  largely  dependent  on  additional  sewage  facilities  north  of 
Billingham  station.  The  trunk  sewer  scheme  which  has  been 
in  course  of  preparation  for  some  considerable  time,  has  not 
yet  been  commenced  and  the  digging  of  trial  holes  for  soil 
analysis  along  the  sewer  route  will  probably  be  the  cause  of 
further  delay. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


The  number  of  conveniences  attached  to  private  houses 
and  shops  is  given  below : — 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  153 

Water  closets  5,577 


The  conversion  of  approximately  95  privies  in  Wolviston 
to  the  water  carriage  system  is  an  example  of  improvement 
deferred  due  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  materials. 
Although  the  Council  gave  instructions  for  this  very  desirable 
work  to  be  done,  the  reason  just  stated  prevented  a start 
being  made. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  usual  detailed  reports  on  refuse  collection  and  disposal 
and  the  salvage  of  waste  materials  are  attached  hereto. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  number  of  bakehouses, 
which  remains  at  five.  They  are  only  small  premises  and 
generally  well  managed. 


SHOPS. 

The  conditions  affecting  shops  are  very  much  the  same. 
There  is  still  the  same  urgent  need  to  save  fuel,  with  the 
consequent  inability  to  apply  the  requirements  regarding 
temperature.  There  is  little  change  in  the  rationing  position 
and  shopkeepers  are  closing  before  6 p.m.  and,  in  some  cases, 
on  afternoons  other  than  the  fixed  half-day  closing.  This 
earlier  closing  tendency  appears  likely  to  become  permanent 
and  within  reason  is  a sensible  move. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  established  in  the  urban 
district, 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


A.  Milk  Supply. 

The  proposed  alterations  regarding  supervision  of  milk 
production  have  not  yet  materialised  as  the  “ appointed  ” day 
under  the  Food  & Drugs  (Milk  & Dairies)  Act,  1944,  has  not 
been  fixed.  The  existing  arrangements  -whereby  the  County 
Council,  the  National  Milk  Testing  & Advisory  Scheme,  the 
County  War  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  and  the  Local 
Authority,  each  have  something  to  do  with  production  and 
distribution  of  milk,  are  quite  unsatisfactory.  A less  divided 
system  of  control  would  be  far  better  to  everyone  concerned. 
During  the  year,  14  samples  were  obtained  for  bacteriological 
and  methylene  blue  tests.  A copy  of  the  Bacteriologist’s 
report  is  given  below  and  shows  the  samples  to  be  quite  good. 
Three  samples  of  “ pasteurised  ” milk  satisfied  the  Phospha- 
tase Test. 


Sample 

No. 

Micro- 
Organisms 
per  1 ml. 

Coliform  Content 

Methlyene 

Blue  Test 

Grade 

1 ml 

.1  ml 

1 

.01  rn; 

[ .001ml 

488 

1 

1 

i 

Reduced  in  over 

6 hrs. 

Pasteurised 

489 

8,300 

— 

— 

— 

„ in  4 hrs. 

Accredited 

490 

115,000 

+ 

— 

— 

— 1 

„ in  over  6 hrs. 

491 

over  5a),000 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

M 

492 

47,200 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

493 

490 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

J) 

Non-graded 

494 

15,400 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

495 

32,000 

+ 

+ 

— 

— 

,, 

496 

22,500 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

M 

Accredited 

497 

4,900 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

498  1 

18,(XX) 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

„ in  4 hrs. 

Non-graded 

499  1 

500  1 

501  i 

128,000| 

i 

• “ 

1 

,,  in  over  6 hrs. 

Accredited 

Pasteurised 

The  undermentioned  licences  have  been  granted  for  the 
sale  of  graded  milk  in  the  area : — 

“Tuberculin  Tested”  milk  ...  2 

“Accredited”  milk  ...  ...  — 

“ Pasteurised  ” milk  ...  ...  2 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  persons  and 
premises  registered : — 

Register  of  farms  and  other  places  used  as  dairies  ...  24 
Register  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  18 

Register  of  cowkeepers,  dairymen  and  wholesale  pur- 
veyors of  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

B.  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  is  no  alteration  in  the  war-time  arrangement 
whereby  the  Ministry  of  Food  is  responsible  for  the  slaughter- 
ing of  all  livestock.  Much  concern  is  being  expressed  up  and 
down  the  country  at  the  conditions  obtaining  at  some  of  the 
slaughterhouses  in  use.  Although  I have  no  personal  experi- 
ence in  the  matter,  there  seems  little  room  to  doubt  the 
statements  of  buildings  being  used  which  are  grossly  over- 
crowded and  quite  unsuitable  for  the  preparation  of  meat  for 
human  consumption.  I can,  however,  report  having  been 
concerned  about  the  filthy  condition  in  which  carcases  of 
mutton  have  been  sent  out  for  distribution  in  this  district. 
After  making  suitable  representation  on  the  matter,  there  has 
been  a considerable  improvement.  The  method  of  distribution 
by  means  of  a box  van,  with  loose  boards  covered  with 
canvas  and  dust  bins  used  for  offal,  is  anything  but  satisfactory 
and  if  centralised  slaughtering  becomes  permanent,  a better 
system  of  distribution  will  have  to  be  devised.  Foodstuffs  in 
general  have  received  attention  and  the  following  is  a list  of 
articles  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption : — 


Sugar  

Fish  

Jam  

Marshmallow 

Raisins  

Margarine  

Mincemeat  

Pepper 

Prunes 

Imported  beef 

Home-killed  beef 
Miscellaneous  foodstuffs 


30  lbs. 
28  lbs. 
14  lbs. 
7 lbs. 
1 lb. 
18  lbs. 
42  lbs. 
7 lbs. 
25  lbs. 
498  lbs. 
72  lbs. 
61  tins 
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C.  Adulteration. 

Thirteen  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  obtained  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  All  the  samples  were  of 
genuine  quality. 

D.  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

All  chemical  work  is  done  by  the  Public  Analyst  and 
bacteriological  and  biological  examinations  of  milk  samples 
are  carried  out  at  King’s  College,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

The  public  baths,  owned  by  the  Council,  are  very  modern 
and  well  managed.  The  water  is  purified  by  high  pressure 
filters  with  the  addition  of  alum,  soda  and  chlorine.  The 
following  is  a copy  of  the  Public  Analyst’s  report  on  a sample 
taken  after  a heavy  bathing  load : — 

“ Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 

“ v37°  C.  after  72  hours  ...  ...  ...  4 per  ml. 

“ Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 

“ 20-22°  C.  after  72  hours  ...  ...  4 per  ml. 

“ Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @ 37°  C.  after 
“ 72  hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Negative  in  100  ml. 

“Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @ 44°  C.  in 
“ 40  ml.,  after  48  hours  ...  ...  ...  Negative 

“ Free  Chlorine  in  parts  per  million  ...  0.50  part 

n 


“ The  pH  value  of  this  sample  was  6.2,  showing  that  it 
“ was  acid,  the  only  real  defect  in  an  otherwise  very  satis- 
“ factory  sample. 

“ (Sgd.)  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK.” 


The  facilities  available  are  well  patronised,  as  shown  by 
the  following  details  : — 


1946 

1945 

General  Public  

78,350 

85,622 

Members  of  H.M.  Forces  ... 

935 

1,561 

Use  of  Slipper  Baths 

884 

784 

Private  Sessions 

536 
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Attendances  are  rather  lower  than  last  year,  which  may  reflect 
the  very  poor  summer.  A period  of  hot  weather  always 
attracts  a large  number  of  persons  who  are  not  regular 
bathers.  A larger  number  of  bathers  should,  if  at  all  possible, 
be  encouraged  during  the  colder  months  of  the  year,  and  a 
policy  of  greatly  reduced  charges  for  the  period  may  have  the 
desired  effect.  The  same  running  expenses  are  incurred  for  a 
few  bathers  as  for  a much  greater  number. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Smoke  abatement,  or,  to  use  a wider  term,  atmospheric 
pollution,  is  a matter  of  considerable  importance  in  this 
district,  particularly  in  the  Haverton  Hill  area  which  is  nearest 
to  a large  boiler  plant  and  in  line  with  the  prevailing  south- 
west wind.  Other  parts  of  the  area  suffer  also  to  some  extent 
from  emissions  of  various  kinds.  These  several  emissions  are 
a cause  of  substantial  nuisance  and  general  annoyance.  Apart 
from  any  physical  effect,  there  is  the  mental  aspect  created 
by  the  constant  need  for  cleaning,  dusting  and  washing,  which 
imposes  a severe  hardship  on  housewives.  As  in  the  past,  the 
Council  have  given  very  serious  consideration  to  the  problem 
and  in  addition  to  regular  reports  which  I submit,  the  Ministry 
of  Health  were  asked  to  send  a representative  with  a view  to 
ascertaining  what  further  measures  could  be  taken.  The 
Ministry’s  chief  inspector  of  Alkali,  Etc.,  Works,  visited  the 
district  and  also  met  the  members  of  the  Council.  A copy  of 
his  report  to  the  Minister,  furnished  to  the  Council,  largely 
confirmed  the  information  supplied  by  me  from  time  to  time. 
A list  of  the  source  of  emissions,  with  notes  regarding  steps 
taken  to  reduce  the  nuisance,  is  as  follows : — 

(1)  Pulverised  Fuel  Boilers.  These  boilers,  originally 
fitted  with  “ Modave  ” type  of  dedusting  apparatus, 
have  been  fitted  with  additional  spray  equipment, 
which  is  believed  to  have  considerably  reduced  the 
emission  of  dust  and  grit. 

(2)  Chain  Grate  Boilers.  These  are  not  fitted  with  dust 
and  grit  removal  apparatus,  but  experimental  work 
with  cyclones  is  in  progress. 

(3)  Cement  Works.  The  emission  of  dust  from  this 
source  is  controlled  by  cyclones  and  electrostatic 
precipitators  which  gave  very  good  results  with  one 
kiln  working.  However,  this  year,  2 kilns  have  been 
in  operation  and  an  order  has  been  placed  for  a second 
precipitator,  work  on  which  has  commenced. 
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(4)  Coke  Ovens.  The  coke  oven  plant  has  been  rebuilt 
and  certain  improvements  incorporated  which  should 
reduce  the  emission  of  smoke. 

(5)  Water  Gas  Plant.  Ash  is  emitted  from  this  plant, 
which  is  equipped  with  cyclones  of  doubtful  efficiency. 
The  possibility  of  improving  these  cyclones  is  being 
investigated  along  with  a system  of  ash  removal  after 
extraction  from  the  generators. 

(6)  C.C.F.  Plant.  Dust  emissions  from  this  point  are 
reasonably  well  controlled,  but  with  certain  weather 
conditions  the  large  volumes  of  steam  emitted  tend 
to  create  a local  fog.  The  installation  of  an  additional 
washer  is  under  consideration. 

(7)  Nitro-Chalk  Plant.  Additional  equipment  is  nearly 
completed  for  dealing  with  the  dust  from  this  source. 

(8)  Anhydrite  Dust.  This  arises  from  two  points — crush- 
ing and  loading.  Schemes  are  being  considered  to 
deal  with  the  matter. 

(9)  Offensive  “ Fishy  ” Smell.  This  is  something  entirely 
new  resulting  from  the  erection  of  a small  pilot  plant 
erected  for  experimental  purposes.  The  smell  is  par- 
ticularly offensive  and  unless  effectively  controlled 
will  interfere  with  the  amenities  of  the  district. 
Following  my  enquiries  a scrubber  was  fitted  to  the 
plant  which  seems  to  have  reduced  the  nuisance, 
although  there  is  room  for  further  improvement. 


General  Comments. 

In  fairness  to  the  Firm  concerned,  I should  like  to  record 
my  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  with  which  I am  received  and 
to  state  that  I am  afforded  every  facility  for  pursuing  any 
enquiry  I wish  to  make.  Furthermore,  from  my  contact  with 
the  works  Officials,  1 l)clicve  there  is  a genuine  desire  to 
remove  as  far  as  possible  cause  for  conq)laint,  and  it  should 
be  realised  that  much  time  and  considerable  sums  of  money 
have  been  devoted  to  the  problem  in  general. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Details  of  infectious  diseases  are  given  in  the  report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  usual  routine  enquiries 
were  carried  out,  patients  removed  to  hospital  and  the 
premises  disinfected.  Ninety-nine  library  books  were  disin- 
fected before  being  returned  into  circulation.  Disinfectant  is 
issued  free  of  charge  in  the  department  and  also  at  suitable 
places  in  Wolviston,  Cowpen  Bewley,  Port  Clarence  and 
Billingham.  A small  charge  is  made  on  the  bottles  to  ensure 
return,  as  they  are  expensive  and  difficult  to  obtain.  During 
the  year  1,369  bottles  were  issued. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

The  campaign  against  rats  and  mice  conducted  by  the 
Infestation  Division,  Ministry  of  Food,  is  a very  sensible  pre- 
caution against  loss  and  damage  of  foodstuffs.  During  the 
year,  363  inspections  were  made  and  63  premises  were  treated. 
The  result  was  202  rats  destroyed  where  the  bodies  were 
found,  and  this  number  would  be  much  greater  due  to  poison 
bait  taken.  Generally,  the  infestations  were  of  a minor  nature 
which  occasionally  require  spending  considerable  time  to  deal 
with  an  odd  rat  or  two.  The  cost  of  the  work  for  the  year, 
including  labour  and  materials,  was  £11  ISs.Od. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 


The  following  is  a list  of  complaints  received  regarding 


verminous  premises : — 

Bugs 

Beetles 

Fleas 

Total 

Council  Houses  .. 

2 

5 

— 

7 

Other  Houses 

. 12 

1 

1 

14 

21 


The  number  of  complaints  has  again  been  very  small  and 
only  5 more  than  last  year.  D.D.T.  has  been  used  both  in 
powder  and  liquid  form  and  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  its  effect- 
iveness. The  great  advantage  which  it  has  ever  other  insecti- 
sides  is  its  residual  or  lasting  effects.  A surface  treated  with 
this  material  will  remain  effective  for  several  months. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND 
DISPOSAL  FOR  1946/47. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

HAVERTON  HILL, 
June,  1947. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  herewith  my  Sixteenth  Annual  Report 
on  the  collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse  in  respect  of 
the  financial  year  ended  the  31st  March,  1947.  Salvage  of 
waste  materials  is  still  carried  out  and  details  of  same  are 
given  in  Appendix  II. 


Looking  at  this  service  generally,  I think  there  has  been 
some  improvement  over  the  previous  year  and  conditions  are 
gradually  settling  down  so  as  to  give  a regular  once-weekly 
collection  except  during  abnormal  weather  conditions  which 
occurred  in  the  early  part  of  this  year.  Details  of  the  service 
are  given  under  appropriate  headings. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  RUSHWORTH, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Manual  Labour. 

The  number  of  men  employed  is  given  below.  The  reduc- 
tion in  average  age  to  46  from  54  for  the  previous  year  has 
been  made  possible  by  the  Council’s  policy  of  dispensing  with 
the  services  of  men  over  65.  Several  of  the  men  affected  were 
recruited  during  the  war  and  were  not  old  servants  of  the 
Council. 


Foreman  

Refuse  collection  and  the  salvage 

of  waste  materials  

Refuse  disposal 

Drivers 


1 

16 

1 

3 
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The  labour  problem  has  not  been  quite  so  acute  as  for 
some  years  and  the  policy  of  replacing  older  men  by  younger 
ones  has  been  beneficial.  The  adoption  of  better  conditions 
and  increased  pay  has  made  the  job  more  attractive  as  indi- 
cated by  the  number  of  applications  received.  Wages  account 
for  86.7%  of  the  total  cost  of  the  service  compared  with  89.5% 
last  year.  Sick  pay  has  increased  very  considerably,  although 
absenteeism  has  fallen.  Time  lost  on  these  two  items  amounts 
to  455|  days,  which  means  the  loss  of  approximately  2 men 
over  the  whole  year,  and  is  one  reason  why  extra  staff  has  to 
be  employed.  The  following  are  details  with  last  year’s  fig- 
ures given  in  brackets  for  comparison : — ^ 


Sick  Pay — Full 

Sick  Pay — Half 

Absence 

Days 

Amount 

Days 

Amount 

Days 

258 

ir210-18-2 

63i 

;i'25-4-2 

134 

(168) 

(i:i35-5-0) 

(8li) 

;£'31-9-4 

(277) 

Vehicles. 

There  has  been  an  improvement  in  this  section  by  the 
replacement  of  No.  1 Freighter,  bought  in  1929,  by  a new 
vehicle.  The  old  machine  has  been  a good  investment  as  it 
has  given  wonderful  service  and  reduced  the  cost  of  the  sery- 
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ice  very  considerably  compared  with  the  old  horse  and  cart 
method.  An  order  has  been  placed  for  another  new  machine 
to  replace  No.  2 Freighter,  bought  in  1930,  which  should  help 
still  further  to  improve  the  service.  Various  operating  details 
are  given  in  the  following  tables,  with  last  year’s  figures  given 
in  brackets  for  comparison. 


RELIABILITY. 


! 

Vehicle 

Possible  No. 

, of  hours 

i 

} No.  of  hours 

lost  for 

1 

repairs 

Percentage  of 

hours  worked 

*No.  1 

475 

(2,324) 

92 

(45) 

! 80.63 

(98.07) 

No.  2 

2,185 

72 

96.67 

1 

' 1 

(2,366) 

(139i)  ! 

(94.1) 

' No.  3 

2,382 

77 

96.77 

1 : 

(2,367i) 

(144i) 

(93.9) 

fNo.  4 

1,909 

i 

99.97 

* Scrapped — June,  1946. 
JNew — June,  1946. 


RUNNING  COSTS. 


Vehicle 

Total  Cost 

Wages 

Licenses 

Petrol, 
Oil  and 
Grease 

Mainten- 
ance and 
Repairs 

Clothing 

Etc. 

No.  1 

65-2-3 

48-6-2 

X12-10-0 

22-11-9 

6-14-4 

— 

(416-15-8) 

(275-11-1) 

(36-0-7) 

(95-11-9) 

(9-12-3) 

No.  2 

440-16-10 

1 265-2-9 

37-1-0 

93-6-6 

44-13-1 

13-6 

(436-18-0) 

(273-16-1) 

(41-0-7) 

(89-19-11) 

(32-1-5) 

No.  3 

513-12-6 

314-13-10 

44-15-7 

111-18-11 

41-10-8 

13-6 

1 

1 

1 (533-5-6)  : 

(287-17-5) 

(44-15-7) 

(101-6-5) 

(99-6-1) 

No.  4 

412-14-5  I 

259-11-5 

72-11-5 

64-18-0 

15-0-1 

13-6 

X Refund, 
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NUMBER  AND  WEIGHT  OF  LOADS  REMOVED. 


1 

Vehicle  No.  of  Loads 

j Removed. 

Weight  per 

Load. 

Total 

Weight. 

: No.  1 

1 

i 

143 

(726) 

T.  C.  Q. 

2 8 1 
(2  8 1) 

T.  C.  Q. 

344  19  3 
(1751  9 2) 

No.  2 

i 

732 

1 (584) 

' 1 

2 8 1 
(2  8 1) 

1765  19  0 
(1408  18  0) 

No.  3 

i 676  i 

i (509)  ; 

2 18  1 
(2  18  1) 

1968  17  0 
(1482  9 1) 

1 No.  4 

619 

2 10  1 

1 

1555  4 3 

j 

Total  Tonnage  ... 

5635  0 2 
(4711  2 3) 

Horse  & Cart 
(Night  Soil) 

100 

(100) 

15  0 
(15  0) 

75  0 0 
(75  0 0) 

r-  j -r  . 1 5710  0 2 

(4786  2 3) 

MILES  PER  LOAD  AND  PETROL  CONSUMPTION. 


Vehicle 

No.  of 
Loads 
Remov^ed 

Miles  Run. 

Petrol 

(Galls) 

Miles  per 
Gallon 

Miles  per 
Load. 

No.  1 

143 

745 

206 

3.61 

5.21 

(72fi) 

(3,278) 

(931) 

(3.52) 

(4.51) 

No.  2 

732 

3,911 

954 

4.1 

5.34 

(584) 

(3,743) 

(870) 

(4.3) 

(6.4) 

No.  3 

676 

4,941 

1,340 

3.68 

7.31 

(662) 

(4,503) 

(1.102) 

(4.08) 

(6.8) 

No.  4 

619 

4,008 

772 

5.19 

6.47 
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Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection. 

I have  previously  stated  that  the  system  of  refuse  collec- 
tion has  improved  and  a Aveekly  service  at  a much  more 
regular  hour  is  now  operating.  This  is  all  to  the  good  and 
will,  I am  sure,  be  appreciated  by  householders,  who,  during 
the  war  years,  have  had  to  put  up  with  erratic  and  not  too 
frequent  visits  by  the  dustmen.  The  method  of  collection  has 
been  improved,  too,  by  the  new  vehicle,  which  has  sliding 
metal  covers  in  place  of  the  old  type  canvas  cover.  Salvage, 
which  is  principally  paper,  is  collected  along  with  household 
refuse.  Kitchen  waste  is  obviously  not  suited  to  a once- 
weekly  collection  and  a separate  arrangement  for  collection 
from  canteens,  etc.,  is  now  in  operation. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  new  tip  adjoining  Sandy  Lane  is  now  well  established 
and  seems  to  be  reasonably  well  sited.  Additional  soil  for 
cover  would  be  an  advantage. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Night  Soil. 

The  conditions  regarding  privy  middens  remain  the  same. 
Those  at  Wolviston  being  emptied  by  contract  and  at  Cowpen 
Hewley  partly  by  farmers  and  the  Council. 

Number  and  Type  of  Receptacles. 

Dust  Bins  5,705 

Privies  153 

Ashpits 16 


Cost. 

A detailed  account  of  income  and  expenditure  is  given  in 
Appendix  I.,  with  last  year’s  figures  in  brackets  for  compari- 
son. The  cost  of  the  service  has  again  increased,  mostly  due 
to  further  wage  increases,  which  are  only  in  line  with  general 
policy.  Basically,  however,  I think  the  service  provided  is 
still  quite  cheap.  If  the  net  cost  per  1,000  houses  is  taken,  it 
will  be  seen  that,  in  round  figures,  the  cost  per  house  per  year 
is  £l  4s.  8d.,  or  about  5 id.  per  week,  which  is  not  excessive 
according  to  present  day  values. 


APPENDIX  I— HOUSE  AND  TRADE  REFUSE. 
Table  showing  Costs  for  Year  ended  31'st  March,  1947. 
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APPENDIX  II. 

SALVAGE  OF  WASTE  MATERIALS 
For  the  year  ended  the  31st  March,  1947. 
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